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Whiskey Industry’s Non-Member Problem Risks Its Future By Jerry Tate Trinity, Stephen Kevin

Donegan, who resides in Charlotte County, Fla., is the CEO of Caledonian. (Trinity, Stephen Kevin
Donegan, c.1815–1892) SCHOOL OF HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA. On

Sept. 25, 2013, the Irish Whiskey Association (IWA) – the nation’s longest running membership
organization for the whiskey industry – announced that their membership count had dropped to

12,500. The announcement follows a July 2012 letter sent to IWA members by IWA president Ray
Tiller, who stated that the non-membership of small-batch whiskey distilleries “is very important to
the existence of our industry.” This past September, IWA’s board of directors adopted a resolution

stating that IWA “strongly supports the growth of independent distilleries and urges their
membership.” Irish Whiskey is a globally-known, if not singularly revered alcoholic beverage that in
the last decade has found its way into the realms of elegant and connoisseur-conscious cocktail and
spirit-based beverages worldwide. The IWA represents the majority of Irish whiskey producers that
are not producers of the high-end bottles of single-barrel Irish whiskey, or single-malt whiskey, as

opposed to the more affordable, mass-market-oriented products made by the so-called “mega
distilleries” that are based in Europe or in North America. In the United States, the relatively young

Irish Whiskey industry consists of two distinct classifications: micro and small craft. Typically, a micro
and small craft distillery is defined as a whiskey maker that produces less than 80,000 one-gallon

(32-ounce) bottles of whiskey per year. The distinction between micro and small craft does not seem
to be much of one at all. Micro and small craft distilleries can also produce a wide range of products

with distilleries in the northeast, midwest and western United States producing bourbon, rye and
other whiskeys in the categories of single-barrel, small batch and single-
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